The Coronation
kings and their attendants, the whole crowd of grandees, a body of
household officials, officers of the army, and a contingent of eighty
monks, all on foot, the King bringing up the rear and surrounded
by a hundred pages. The route taken was by the east gate of the
palace and then northwards the half-mile to the pagoda. The way,
according to immemorial custom, had been made into a Spirit
Road. It was carpeted throughout its length with sheets of coloured
cotton and at intervals roofed and walled with the same. Absolute
silence was preserved by everybody, a great contrast to the dis-
orderly, even riotous, procession of Prince Toon-htan from the
palace to his house.
The Shitthaung Pagoda stands some forty-six feet above the
level of the road. To reach its platform you must first climb a
flight of steps sixteen feet high, which leads to the main gate,
called the Wheel of the Law. The arch-abbot was waiting to
receive His Majesty at the foot of the steps, supported by two
thousand monks of the Order. On seeing him, Thiri-thu-dhamma
alighted from the palariquin and made the salutation which con-
sists in raising the hands, joined as if praying, up to the face and
bending the head. The arch-abbot's response was a faint inclina-
tion. This was in accordance with Buddhist practice, a contrast to
the Christian, for no king in Europe would have treated the head
of an order with such deference, or any ecclesiastic.
Manrique had walked with the rest in the procession, and it was
now intimated to him, to the Portuguese captains, and to the
Moslem officers of the guard, that they could proceed no further.
Only Buddhists might enter the precincts and witness the crown-
ing. The Friar here goes out of his way to declare that the pagoda-
guardians, who told him of the existence of this rule, did so with an
affable politeness and consideration, which contrasted agreeably
with the bad manners of underlings * in certain places in Europe,
where, taking no account of a man's position or quality, they
hustle and harry him'.
Owing to this rule, we have no information about what occurred
inside the Shitthaung. But we can follow Thiri-thu-dhamma a
certain distance. He walked up the steps between two stone walls.
At the top was the gate, the Wheel of the Law, so called because
on the underside of the stone architrave the Wheel was incised.
Also carved on it was a conch shell with the opening to the right, t
from which issued a lotus, the design signifying that Buddhism
had grown out of Hinduism, a Brahmin rather than a Buddhist
225